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SEMS 
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER STATEMENT 
 
The following protocols for Spartanburg Emergency Medical Service are written 
as a guide for Spartanburg Emergency Medical Service personnel, Spartanburg 
County Rescue Squads and Spartanburg County First Response agencies to 
facilitate the rapid administration of acceptable treatment measures. The goal is 
to stabilize the ill or injured and insure their safe treatment and/or delivery to the 
most appropriate medical facility. 
 
NEVER HESITATE TO CONTACT ON LINE MEDICAL CONTROL FOR 
ANY CONCERN 
 
The EMS Medical Director or Medical Sector Incident Commander may deviate 
from established practice in extraordinary circumstances and improvise in those 
instances where no specific guidelines exist. 
While these guidelines are written in outline form, this in no way implies that "A" 
must be accomplished before "B" in every situation or that all steps must be 
taken in every instance. Always apply paramedic judgment and good common 
sense. 
 
 
IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNICATION OR SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS, 
OPTIMUM PATIENT CARE, COMMON SENSE AND GOOD JUDGMENT 
MUST BE THE OVER-RIDING PRINCIPLE. 
 

The Golden Rule of Prehospital Medicine 
 

“A patient doesn’t care how much you know until they know how 
much you care.” 
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Spartanburg EMS Protocols 
2008 

 
 
The following treatment protocols have been developed under and approved by 
the Medical Director of Spartanburg EMS in accordance with South Carolina 
DHEC Regulations and National Standards of Care.  
 
These protocols are to be utilized as a guide for SEMS employees in patient care, 
however, should not supersede good common sense and sound Paramedic 
judgment. The effective date for the following protocols is January 1, 2008.   
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________      ____________________________ 
     Chris Lombardozzi, M.D.         Date 
 Medical Director 
 
____________________________      ____________________________ 
     James F. Greene, II         Date 
 EMS Director 
 
____________________________      ____________________________ 
     Max Todd Bridges          Date 
Training & Quality Coordinator 
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General Guidelines 
 G-1 Universal Patient Assessment     7 
 G-2 DHEC definition of Pedi Patient     7 
 G-3 Code Sepsis       7  
 G-4 Code STEMI       8 
 G-5 Code Stoke       8 
 G-6 Code Trauma       9 
 G-7 Code Trauma Alert      9 
 G-8 SEMS Transport policy      10 
  Hospital Diversion Policy 
  Hospital Considerations      
 G-9 12 Lead EKG       12 
 Rosetta        13 
 MEND Exam Check List      14 
 Stroke/ACS Screening      15 
 Dysphagia Screen       16 
 Hospital Radio Report      17 
 Documentation        17 
 DNR         18 
 SEMS Death Policy       20 
 EMT and EMT-I Application of Orders    21 
 SEMS Helicopter Policy      23 
 Forced Entry Policy       25 
 Pharmacologically Assisted Intubation    27  
 Rapid Sequence Intubation      27 
 CPAP         31 
 Restraint policy       32 
 START Triage       33 
 IO Protocol        35 
 SEMS PPE        36 
Medical Emergency 
 M-1 Abdominal pain       37 
 M-2 Failed Airway       37 
 M-3 Allergic Reaction & Anaphylaxis    38 
 M-4 Altered Mental status      38 
 M-5 Carbon Monoxide Poisoning     38 
 M-6 Diabetic Emergency      39 
 M-7 Diving Injury/Illness      40 
 M-8 Drowning /Submersion      40 
 M-9 Epistaxis        40 
 M-10 Heat Related Emergency     41  
 M-11 Hypertensive Crisis      41 
 M-12 Hypotension (Non traumatic)     41 
 M-13 Hyperthermia       42 
 M-14 Hypothermia       42 
 M-15 Nausea and Vomiting      42 
 M-16 Non-Traumatic Hemorrhage     42 
 M-17 Obstetrical Emergencies     43 
 M-18 Pain Management      45 
 M-19 Psychiatric Emergencies     46 
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 M-20 Reactive Airway Disease     46 
 M-21 Seizure/Status       46 
 M-22 Stroke Care       47 
 M-23 Toxicological Emergencies     47 
 M-24 WMD        49 
Adult Cardiac Care 
 C-1 Chest Pain       50 
 C-2 Code STEMI       51      
 C-3 CHF        51 
 C-4 A-fib/A-Flutter       52 
 C-5 SVT        52 
 C-6 VT Wide Complex Tach      53 
 C-7 Polymorphic VT       54 
 C-8 Bradycardia       55 
Cardiac Arrest 
 CA-1 General Guidelines       56 
 CA-2 V-fib/V-tach       57 
 CA-3 Pulseless Electrical Activity     58 
 CA-4 Asystole        58 
 CA-5 Hypothermic Arrest      59 
 CA-6 Traumatic Arrest      59 
 CA-7 Cardiac Arrest with Pregnancy     60 
 CA-8 Post Resuscitative Care      60 
 CA-9 Induced Hypothermia      61 
Trauma Care 
 TC-1 Amputation       62 
 TC-2 Burns        62 
 TC-3 Head Injury       63 
 TC-4 Crush Injury       63 
 TC-5 Sexual Assault       64 
 TC-6 Snakebite       64 
 TC-7 Spinal Injury       64 
Pediatric Care 
 P-1 Airway Obstruction      66 
 P-2 Allergic Reaction       67 
 P-3 ALTE (Apparent Life Threatening Event)   67 
 P-4 Altered Mental Status      67 
 P-5 Diabetic Emergencies      68 
 P-6 Drowning/Submersion      69 
 P-7 Heat Related Emergencies     69 
 P-8 Hypothermia       70 
 P-9 Non-Traumatic Hemorrhage     70 
 P-10 Pain Management Pediatric     70 
 P-11 Reactive Airway Disease     71 
 P-12 Pediatric Seizure       71 
  P-13 Pediatric Toxicology      72 
Pediatric Cardiac Care 
 PC-1 Bradycardia       73 
 PC-2 V-fib/V-tach       73 
 PC-3 Asystole/PEA       74 
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 PC-4 Tachycardia       74 
 PC-5 Post Resuscitative Care      75 
 PC-6 Newborn Resuscitation      76 
Pediatric Trauma Care 
 PT-1 Amputation       77 
 PT-2 Burn Emergencies      77 
 PT-3 Closed Head Injury      78 
Appendix One           State Drug Formulary Info 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


